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The Board of Directors of the Left Hand Water District, meeting as the Board of the District and 
of the Left Hand Water Activity Enterprise, held its regular meeting on November 17, 2022, at the 
District offices, 6800 Nimbus Road, Longmont, Colorado. The meeting was called to order by 
President Trumpler at 9:05 a.m.  
 
Directors Present:  Julie Trumpler, President 
    Jim Richard, Vice President 
    Dan Lisco, Secretary (joined at 9:21 a.m.)   
    Sam Barnsley, Treasurer 
    Bart Fischer, Director 
    Alan Pratt, Director  
    Kelly DiNatale, Director 
       
Directors Absent:  None  
 
Staff and Consultants: Christopher Smith, General Manager 
    Vicki Santos, Finance Manager 
    Alison Gorsevski, Attorney 
    Steve Buckbee, District Engineer 
    Jason Whitmore, Treatment Manager  
    Adam Delaney, Distribution Manager  
    Betsy Wheeler, Program Coordinator  
    Martin Harders, Civil Engineer I  
     
Public Present:         None 
 
 
SUBJECT: MINUTES OF THE DISTRICT REGULAR MEETING HELD 10/20/2022, 

THE DISTRICT SPECIAL MEETING HELD 11/1/2022, AND THE 
DISTRICT SPECIAL MEETING HELD 11/9/2022 

 
Approval of the Minutes: 
Draft minutes of the October 20, 2022, Board meeting; the November 1, 2022, 
Special Meeting; and the November 9, 2022, Special Meeting were submitted to the 
Board prior to the meeting.        

 
MSP:  Vice President Richard moved to approve the minutes from the October 20, 2022, 

Board of Directors meeting; the November 1, 2022, Special Meeting; and the 
November 9, 2022 Special Meeting. Motion seconded by Director Pratt. Motion 
carried unanimously.  
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SUBJECT:    PUBLIC HEARING/COMMENT  
   
MSP:  Director Pratt moved to open the Public Hearing to discuss setting rates and fees 

for 2023. Motion seconded by Vice President Richard. Motion carried 
unanimously. Public Hearing for 2023 rates and fees setting opened at 9:09 a.m. 

 
[9:21 a.m. Secretary Lisco joined the meeting] 

 
Public Rate Hearing – Proposed Rates and Fees for 2023: 
Vicki Santos presented information regarding 2023 rates and fees, including Water 
Volume & Basic Service Fee, Tap Fees, and Miscellaneous Fees, along with Budget 
Committee recommendations based on rate modeling and budget analysis. 
Information was also presented regarding Cash-in-Lieu fees which are reviewed 
quarterly to consider the current market value of C-BT units and Left Hand Ditch 
Company shares. The Rate Hearing was posted for Public Notice in accordance 
with state statute and District policy. The District did not receive any comments 
prior to the meeting, nor did any public guests attend the Public Hearing. 
Discussion related to ongoing increases in C-BT market rate. Director DiNatale 
requested information from staff in the future regarding Accessory Dwelling 
Upgrade requirements. Discussion.  

 
MSP:  With no public present at the hearing, Director DiNatale moved to close the 

Public Hearing. Motion seconded by Secretary Lisco. Motion carried 
unanimously. Public Hearing closed at 10:24 a.m.  

 
MSP:  Treasurer Barnsley moved to approve the Water Rate Schedule identified in the 

staff memo as Option 4 for the 2023 Basic Service Fee and Volume Charge rates. 
Motion seconded by Secretary Lisco. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
MSP:  Secretary Lisco moved to adopt the 2023 Tap Fee Component Schedule as 

presented in the staff memo. Motion seconded by Director DiNatale. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
MSP:  Director Pratt moved to adopt the 2023 Schedule of Miscellaneous Charges and 

Fees presented in the staff memo, corrected as follows: Tap Request Fee to be 
changed from “Over 2 but less than 100 taps” to “Over 2 but less than 75 taps” 
as well as “100 taps or more” to “75 taps or more”. Motion seconded by Secretary 
Lisco. Motion carried unanimously. 
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C-BT Cash-in-Lieu of Dedication Rate Review: 
The Board discussed the information presented during the Public Hearing related 
to ongoing increases in C-BT market rate. Director DiNatale requested 
information from staff in the future regarding Accessory Dwelling Upgrade 
requirements. After discussion, the Board agreed via consensus not to adjust the 
cash-in-lieu rate for either C-BT or Left Hand Ditch Company at this time. 

 
 

SUBJECT:  TAPS FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION 
 

Hartistry LLC – 9375 N. 119th Street: 
This tap request is for a 5/8-inch Commercial - Irrigation Tap to serve an existing 
agricultural parcel consisting of a barn and small apple orchard. The property 
owner has raw water irrigation from a ditch but will supplement winter watering 
needs with a frost free hydrant. A review of the proposed use indicates a need of 
approximately 6,500 gallons per year. An engineering review shows that pressure 
and flow are available to serve the proposed tap. The proposed 5/8-inch tap will 
require 1.0 PIF and 1.0 units of C-BT and the applicant has requested to pay cash-
in-lieu of dedication. Discussion. 
 

MSP: Secretary Lisco moved to approve a 5/8-inch Commercial - Irrigation Tap for 
9375 N. 119th Street (Parcel ID 131514000012) conditional on meeting all 
requirements and fees required for service. Motion seconded by Vice President 
Richard. Motion carried unanimously. 

   
Firelight Park Minor Subdivision – Subdivision/Multi Tap Purchase Agreement:  
This is a re-request for an Agreement approved by the Board in November 2021 
but allowed to expire by the applicant. This request is for a 4-Lot Commercial 
Subdivision located on the north side of Highway 119 just east of Longmont. There 
is one existing tap equivalent from a demolished home, so the Agreement is for the 
remaining three (3) 5/8-inch Commercial Taps. Pressure and flow are available 
for the additional 3 taps that will be served by a mainline extension from Vista 
Commercial Center previously constructed by the applicant. Each of the three taps 
will be supplied with 1.0 units of C-BT. In accordance with District policy, future 
developers of the commercial lots will be required to submit construction plans and 
a Commercial Supplemental Form to determine if additional raw water or an 
increase tap size is necessary. The applicant has requested cash-in-lieu of 
dedication as payment for raw water requirement. Discussion. 
 

MSP: Secretary Lisco moved to approve a Subdivision / Multiple Tap Purchase 
Agreement for Firelight Park Minor Subdivision, conditional on meeting all 
requirements and fees required for service. Motion seconded by Director Pratt. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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SUBJECT: FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
  Monthly Financial Statements: 

Vicki Santos presented the financial reports and payables for the month of October 
2022. Discussion. 
   

  Bills and Appropriations: 
A listing of monthly bills and appropriations was presented for review prior to the 
meeting.  The total payables equaled $736,084.42.  
 

 
SUBJECT:  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
  Information Items and Reports: 

Treatment, Distribution, Engineering, and Water Management reports were 
included in this month’s packet to provide information related to operations. 
Discussion. 

 
[11:36 a.m. Director Pratt left the meeting] 

 
 

SUBJECT:  NEW BUSINESS 
 

Behrmann Property Grazing Lease:            
The owner of the property previously owned by Richard Behrmann has expressed 
interest in leasing the Behrmann Reservoir site. The District property, located 
along Oxford Road east of Ouray Drive (August Highlands NUPUD – Outlot B), 
consists of 79.1 acres of agricultural property with a conservation easement 
attached. Richard Behrmann had leased back the property from the District from 
the time that it was acquired up until he sold his property several years ago. Since 
then, the property has remained vacant with the District becoming responsible for 
the weed and pest control. A new perimeter fence was installed by the District this 
year. This is an opportunity for the District to bring in a new tenant that can work 
and maintain the property. A draft of the proposed Grazing Lease was included in 
Board packets. Discussion.  
 

MSP: Secretary Lisco moved to approve a Grazing Lease for August Highland NUPUD 
between the Left Hand Water District and the Christopher William Wynne Trust 
with an additional term in the lease requiring the lessee to obtain liability 
insurance at a $1M/$2M coverage. Motion second by Vice President Richard. 
Motion carried unanimously.  
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Firelight Irrigation Metropolitan District IGA: 
The Board had previously directed staff to work with the developer of Firelight 
Subdivision on incorporating a dual system utilizing their existing native water for 
irrigating open space, common areas, and commercial lot irrigated areas. This IGA 
does not include a dual system to irrigate residential house lots. Staff has been 
working with the Irrigation Metro-District on an IGA to ensure that the native 
water provides the guarantee necessary to fulfill the requirements of District Policy 
25.2.I.C: 

 
A. Subdivision Landscape Irrigation Requirements 

 
Landscape irrigation demands for the irrigation of platted open 
space/common areas/entryways associated with a Subdivision/ Multiple 
Tap Service Request must be applied for at the same time a Subdivision 
Multiple Tap Service Request is submitted… 

 
As part of the review of the sufficiency of the native water source (1.8 shares of 
Oligarchy Irrigating Ditch Company and 10% of the Spring Gulch Ditch Right) the 
developer engaged the services of Summit Water Engineers, Inc. The report 
provided by Firelight Irrigation Metropolitan District (Firelight Park – Adequacy 
of Raw Water Irrigation Sources, Summit Water Engineers, Inc. October 18, 2022) 
has been reviewed by staff, Scott Holwick, Lyons Gaddis, and Williams and Weiss 
Consulting on behalf of the District. 

 
Staff is satisfied that the water rights transferred to the Irrigation District for the 
express use as the non-potable raw water source for this project are sufficient to 
meet the requirements of Policy 25. The IGA also contains a requirement for the 
Irrigation District to reserve the water rights in perpetuity and to maintain a 
Drought Contingency Plan to address any seasonal water shortages that could 
result from either hydrological or mechanical conditions. 

 
Following the approval of the IGA, the developer can begin the process of 
submitting a Subdivision Multiple Tap Request. Discussion. 

 
MSP: Secretary Lisco moved to approve an Intergovernmental Agreement Between 

Firelight Irrigation Metropolitan District and Left Hand Water District. Motion 
second by Vice President Richard. Motion carried unanimously.  

  
 South St. Vrain Creek Diversion Improvements: 

As part of the Left Hand Ditch Company water rights, the Ditch Company operates 
the South St. Vrain Creek Diversion located west of Highway 72 near Jamestown, 
CO. The diversion can be difficult to access during weather events and when 
snowed in. The Left Hand Water District has a great deal of interest in this 
diversion both in accessing our shares in the ditch company as well as it being 
identified as a source for all four of the District’s M&I decrees and the South St. 
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Vrain Exchange decree. For many years there have been discussions regarding the 
automation of this gate so that it could be operated remotely. Recently, the Ditch 
Company had approached the St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District 
to identify a potential funding source for the work estimated to be around $25k.  

 
Christopher Smith noted that for a number of reasons, he believes this presents a 
great opportunity for the District to be a partner in the funding. An automated 
diversion gate will provide for more consistent operation of the diversion to 
maximize our use of Left Hand Ditch shares as well as assistance in perfecting our 
conditional exchange decree. Assuming the Board agrees, a Funding Agreement to 
provide 50% of the funding, with a match from SVLHWCD, will be presented for 
consideration in December. 
 
After discussion, the Board directed staff to work with the Left Hand Ditch 
Company and the St. Vrain & Left Hand Water Conservancy District on a Funding 
Agreement to include a 50% contribution to the project by LHWD and to present it 
at the December Board meeting for consideration.     

 
Attorney’s Comments: 

  There were no Attorney’s Comments. 
        

 
SUBJECT:  DIRECTORS’ COMMENTS 
 
  There were no Directors’ Comments. 

 
    

 Meeting adjourned at 12:19 p.m.  
 

By,  
 
Betsy Wheeler, Interim Assistant Secretary, Board of Directors  
 
Dan Lisco, Secretary 


